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Special Exhibition on National Archives for
the 80th Anniversary of Korea’s Liberation

o=

i - OIO-P;'
i =

~ L40]

-l |

Yo ¥ 8o
IS TISEAREEIQIR42]



@

= 804 7|5 SN
Special Exhibition on National Archives for
the 80th Anniversary of Korea’s Liberation

A Journey of Light
through 80 Years of History
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Message

This year marks the 80th anniversary of Korea’s liberation from Japanese
colonial rule. To celebrate this, the National Archives of Korea is hosting a
special exhibition on national archives at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul
entitled, ‘A Journey of Light through 80 Years of History’ (August 23 to 31).
This special exhibition features a wide variety of archives that will give vis-
itors a deeper glimpse into the history of Korean achievements—successes
due to our people’s indomitable spirit in the face of all manner of hardships

since national liberation.

‘A Journey of Light through 80 Years of History’ combines a total of 80 indi-
vidual exhibits that together form a larger structure that symbolizes the his-
torical successes of the last eight decades. It is divided into five sections that
cover the joy of liberation, the ruins of the Korean War and the challenges of
rebuilding, the nation’s economic growth, its democratization, and Korea

on the world stage.

As this exhibition takes place outdoors during the hot and rainy summer,
sun shelters have been set up and displays are lit up so you can visit them
during the brightness of the day or the cool of the night. The exhibits also
feature cutting-edge digital techniques. Through your visit, | hope you will
be able to look back on the last 80 years with pride and find new hopes and

aspirations for the next 80 years.

August 2025

Lee Yong-chul
President, National Archives of Korea
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Congratulatory speech

I sincerely wish to celebrate with you the opening of the ‘Special Exhibition of
National Archives in Celebration of the 80th Anniversary of National Liberation
- A Journey of Light through 80 Years of History’, a joint effort by the Com-
mittee for Promotion of Commemorative Projects for the 80th Anniversary of
National Liberation, and the National Archives of Korea, under the Ministry of
the Interior and Safety.

On August 15, 1945, we finally reclaimed our stolen country. At the age of
10, | celebrated national independence in Shanghai, a place of exile then. |
remember vividly the joy of finally winning our freedom back. And | remem-
ber the struggles of those who came before me, who did not stop fighting
forindependence even in the darkest moments.

In the 80 years since then, Koreans have opened up new paths that shine,
despite many difficulties. We studied and taught among the ruins of our
war-torn nation and developed industries even while struggling with hun-
ger. This was possible due to the spirit of independence of the patriots who
desired national independence above all else, even in times when there was
no visible sign that the nation would ever be free from Japanese colonial
rule. We Koreans, coming from this root, took to the streets thirsting for
freedom and worked to protect democracy ourselves. The Republic of Korea
is the only country that was once a recipient of aid and is now a donor na-
tion; once a colony but now an advanced country. None of this was free. All
of it was accomplished by everyone working together.

I think it is meaningful to be able to see the variety of archives of our history
of overcoming hardships and winning victories at Gwanghwamun Square in
Seoul, where many Koreans and foreigners visit. Historical archives like these
have the power to connect the present to the past. | hope this will be a mean-
ingful opportunity to look back on our efforts to protect our identity as a na-
tion, celebrate the beneficial outcomes of the 80 years since liberation, share

hope and imagine new dreams for the Republic of Korea’s next 100 years.

August 2025

Lee Jong-chan
President, Heritage of Korean Independence
Co-Chairperson, 80th Anniversary of Libertion Commemoration Committe
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The Joy of That Day

At that time, here in this very
plaza, we reclaimed the light.

August 15, 1945: The moment light
burst through the darkness.

That day, we could finally shout “Long
Live Korean Independence!”

The streets roared with jubilation. This
is where we honor the thrill of reclaim-
ing freedom, marking the starting point
of Korea’s journey.
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A “Manse” parade

in Kyungsung (Seoul)

during the March 1st
Independence Movement
CET0046064 | APl 11919
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The Korean Declaration of
Independence

24111919 | chstel2HAtetES 2

AE| At

This declaration, proclaimed by 33
national leaders on March 1, 1919,
served to announce Joseon’s inde-
pendence to the world.

S A} 2Tk A (cH8E, 19191)

Original Criminal Judgment Document,
8th Year of Emperor Taisho (1919)

CJAO000451 | &A1 11919
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This verdict from the High Court of the Japanese Government-General of
Joseon records the trials of those arrested during the March 1st Indepen-
dence Movement. Within its pages echo the cries of unjust arrests—and the
unwavering hope for independence voiced by countless people.
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March 1, 1919: The Independence Movement rose against Japanese op-

pression, declaring our nation’s sovereignty to the world through a peace-
ful, unified protest.
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People Cheering for Liberation

(1) DEU0052745-62 | AFRI 1 1945
(2) DEU0052745-63 | ARl 11945
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Voice Of America Broadcast
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The Moment of Liberation
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Before the Japanese Emperor’s surrender announcement at noon on August
15,1945, ‘Voice Of America’ broadcast the news of Japan’s defeat in Korean—
delivered the sound of liberation to a nation still under occupation.
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On September 9, 1945, the surrender signing ceremony took place in the
main hall of the former Government-General of Joseon. Abe Nobuyuki,
the Governor-General of Joseon, signed the surrender document in the
presence of Major General John Reed Hodge and representatives of the U.S.
military. Afterwards, countless people gathered at Sejong-ro to share the
joy of liberation.
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Now, Our Nation

The joy of liberation echoes
forever in Korea’s name.

The Republic of Korea government, re-
born by the hands of its people, inherited
the great spirit of independence from the
March 1 Movement and proclaimed its
birth to the world.

Now, our nation has begun.

This space showcases the process
through which the meaning of sover-
eignty and independence was concretely
realized.
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Celebration of the Establishment of

the Republic of Korea Government
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On August 15, 1948, a ceremony proclaiming the establishment of the
Republic of Korea was held at the plaza in front of the Central Government
Building (formerly the Government-General of Joseon). The crowd filled
the square, shouting “Manse!”
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U.S.-Soviet Joint Commission

and UN Temporary Commission on Korea
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The U.S. and Soviet Union established the U.S.-Soviet
Joint Commission to discuss the establishment of a
provisional Korean government. Preliminary talks, the
firstand second meetings of the U.S.-Soviet Joint Com-
mission, and the United Nations Temporary Commis-
sion on Korea meetings were all held at Deoksugung.
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The First U.S.-Soviet Joint Commission
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The first U.S.-Soviet Joint Commission convened at
Deoksugung’s Seokjojeon Hall in Seoul on March 20,
1946. The meeting addressed issues such as the forma-
tion of a provisional government and methods for its
establishment.

SR LA 2T
United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea
DTC0000292 | AFZl 11948 | Rl7|2EZ4
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On March 8, 1948, banners lined the streets to welcome
the arrival of the United Nations Temporary Commis-
sion on Korea. The commission was dispatched to Korea
to ensure a fair and transparent election on May 10, as
mandated by the UN General Assembly.

18

[t

® [ ]




194814 58 10 S4HAH
May 10, 1948 General Election
DTD0001456 | G4t 11948 | 0|ZF=E7|S22|d
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On May 10, 1948, Korea held its first democratic elec-
tion to form the Constituent National Assembly. The
election was conducted under the principles of univer-
sal, equal, direct, and secret voting—marking a historic
step toward democracy.

Ex4 ool Ed RIS R £xE2| £F
Koreans Lining Up Outside Polling Stations Voters Receiving Ballots
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.=l§
EEg2 SEE £Y SEYME
Placing Ballots into the Ballot Box Counting the Ballots
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Commemorative Photo of
Constituent Assembly

Members at the Promulgation
of the Constitution
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The First Constitution of

the Republic of Korea (Replica)
2A11948
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Photograph taken at the celebration of the Constituent Assembly mem-
bers promulgating the Constitution on July 17, 1948, with Assembly Speak-
er Syngman Rhee, Vice Speakers Shin Ik-hee, and Kim Dong-won seated in
the front center.
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Promulgated on July 17, 1948, this Constitution marks the foundation of
the Republic. Following the historic May 10 election, the Constituent Na-
tional Assembly convened on May 31 with 198 members. They formed a
committee that drafted the Constitution, adopting Yoo Jin-oh’s proposal
as the main framework and incorporating Kwon Seung-ryul’s as reference.
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Government Organization Act

-LawNo. 1
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First Cabinet Meeting
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Scene of the first cabinet meeting

on August 5, 1948.
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On August 7, 1948, the Government Organization Act—designated as Law
No.1—established the Republic of Korea’s administrative framework with
11 departments, 4 agencies, 3 bureaus, and 2 committees. This founda-
tional law aimed to lay out a unified and systematic structure for effective
national governance.
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The National Flag

A H2E)

Design Guidelines (Ministry of
Education Notice No. 2)

BA0158646 | =Af 1 1949
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Until the establishment of the Republic of Korea, the Taegeukgi was used in
various forms without standardization. On October 15, 1949, the Ministry

of Education standardized its design.
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CHEHRIZ A
National Seal of
the Republic of Korea
CET0042907 | At
1949, 1963, 1999, 2011
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After the founding of the Republic of Korea, the first national seal was cre-
ated as a symbol of state authority; and the five official seals have carried
the legacy of Korean sovereignty.
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Sejong-ro Gwanghwamun Street, 1950
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Refugees of the Korean War
(1) CENO004918-1 | &4 11951
== 523
(2) DTD0001448-1 | &4 11951
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Trlggered by North Korea’s surprise attack on June 25, 1950, the Korean
War raged for three years, one month, and two days until the ceasefire on
July 27,1953. Throughout the nation, countless people lost their homes and
endured great suffering.
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Gimhae Refugees
DTCO000571-1 | AtRl 11950
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The UN Civil Relief Advisor and in-
terpreter met with refugees in Gim-
hae and listened to their stories.
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Refugee Camp: Lim Soon-geun = 2EIRE LHEO|CE QEIR CHEZtE TAl 71412] o=, F4HE
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On September 18, 1950, George Movshon, a member of the United Nations
Commission on Korea tasked with gathering information and publicizing
the situation, visited a refugee camp in Gimhae. There, he interviewed
Lim Soon-geun, a 71-year-old woman from Changnyeong County in South
Gyeongsang Province. Having lost her husband before the war, she fled
with her four children when the conflict erupted.

ool Qe B (= FASELls| lpoR Y £ EHE BHYME 22| 222 (George
Interview at the Gimhae Movshon)0| 1950 9% 18 ZaHoll U™ mdnl 284S L5 mdel
Refugee Camp: Jeong Jung-ik = UEIREH LHEOICE QUEIR CHERbE GAI 64M|2| 322 Z4HE Y
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On September 18, 1950, George Movshon, a member of the United Nations
Commission on Korea tasked with gathering information and publicizing
the situation, visited a refugee camp in Gimhae. Among those he inter-
viewed was 64-year-old Jeong Jung-ik, a farmer from Changnyeong Coun-
ty, South Gyeongsang Province. The war struck just before harvest—he left
his crops behind and fled, trading a season of growth for a road of survival.
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A family flees from the battlefield between Gim-
hae and Masan.
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Refugee Evacuation and to relocate war refugees to safety and provide essential aid. The map
Delivery of Relief Guidelines shows two evacuation routes and the areas designated for accommodat-
Measures Document ing refugees.
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To end the war, UN and North Korean forces began armistice talks in Kae-
song in July 1951. However, disagreements such as setting the military
demarcation line stalled progress. Finally, after two years, the Armistice
Agreement was signed on July 27, 1953.
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Armistice Agreement Signing
Ceremony
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On July 27, 1953, at Panmunjom, UN Lt. Gen. William Harrison and North
Korean Gen. Nam Il signed the Armistice Agreement.
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Armistice Agreement (copy)
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Military Demarcation

Line Marker
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At the end of the Korean War, the
armistice was concluded by des-
ignating the actual contact line
between the two forces as the Mili-
tary Demarcation Line (MDL). Both
sides withdrew 2 km from the MDL
to establish the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ), which remains to this day.
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On July 27, 1953, at Panmunjom, the Armistice Agreement was signed by
United Nations Commander Mark Wayne Clark, North Korean Supreme
Commander Kim Il-sung, and Chinese People’s Volunteer Army Command-
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er Peng Dehuai, bringing a ceasefire to the brutal Korean War.
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First Inter-Korean Red Cross Talks
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South-North Joint Statement
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On August 15, 1970, in his Liberation Day address, President Park Chung-
hee announced the “Peaceful Reunification Initiative,” expressing his
willingness to avoid military confrontation and to take steps to resolve hu-
manitarian issues and lay the foundation for reunification. Following this
declaration, inter-Korean Red Cross talks began in 1971, initiated by Choi
Doo-sun, President of the Korean Red Cross, who proposed a program to
locate separated families.

1972 72 4 G55 E=0| 2 0|F 2Iz22 SYut 2Hsto] gl ZE
B Arzel BEATOICL UL H1FOIN ZFEUC| YO RN AT, T
51, BIZ CihEol YAlS BASED OIMIE 412 S 9l3t HE MR 5
ofl &elstict.

On July 4, 1972, for the first time since the division, the South and North
Korean authorities issued a historic joint statement on unification. The
statement affirmed the principles of independence, peace, and national
unity as the foundation for reunification, and agreed to hold Red Cross
talks to facilitate reunions of separated families.
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Reunion of Separated Families
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Inter-Korean Reunions of
Separated Families
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This is a scene of mothers and chil-
dren, sisters and spouses, reunit-
ing after being separated by war
and division.

33

O|4t7tZo| ahdg 2IeHA 2SS AHKBS)0llA 1983 62 30U L E]
11 14°'77P<I 453A|2H 458 SOt O[47tE4E T2 TS WESIGIC)
0|24 10,189 7t=Z0| 237 4~ USLCE. O|F 1985'H0H| A 2018'H77t=| of=]
21| 0|47t AHB 0| 2210 22| o|4t7H=Z0| gt 4 QLQUCh.

= oo

From June 30 to November 14, 1983, the Korean Broadcasting System (KBS)
aired a 453-hour program dedicated to reunions of separated families,
enabling 10,189 families to reconnect. Following this landmark broadcast,
multiple family reunions took place between 1985 and 2018, offering mo-
ments of healing amid decades of division.

FEC BT )
vflrﬂ m S8 o)
TR Lssd)
“h - ey
35 1} a-fwryr

o o 9,"‘”.-‘}
LT Tan n:g—;;u.n

“H’v =14
A FAs HA3 zam




2000 F5E4EH
2000 Inter-Korean Summit
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June 15th South-North Joint
Declaration
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On June 15, 2000, President Kim Dae-jung and Chairman Kim Jong-il held
the first-ever inter-Korean summit in Pyongyang. The meeting resulted in
the June 15 Joint Declaration, which called for independent resolution of
reunification issues, family reunion exchanges, and cooperation in eco-
nomic and sociocultural fields.
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On June 15, 2000, amid the historic South-North summit in Pyongyang,
President Kim Dae-jung and Chairman Kim Jong-il forged the landmark
June 15 Joint Declaration. The declaration boldly embraced the auton-
omous resolution of reunification, acknowledged shared principles be-
tween South Korea’s confederation proposal and North Korea’s low-level
federation plan, and pledged exchanges of separated family visits along-
side expanded economic and cultural cooperation.
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2007 Inter-Korean Summit
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On October 2, 2007, President
Roh Moo-hyun and Chairman
Kim Jong-il held an inter-Korean
summit in Pyongyang. The summit
led to the October 4 Declaration,
outlining cooperation in economic,
sociocultural, and humanitarian
areas to promote peace and pros-
perity in inter-Korean relations.
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2018 Inter-Korean Summit
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On April 27 and May 26, 2018, Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in and Chairman
Kim Jong-un held two inter-Korean
summits at Panmunjom. These
meetings resulted in the April 27
Panmunjom Declaration, which
included measures for easing
military tensions, denucleariza-
tion, building a peace regime, and
expanding economic and social
cooperation.
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Sejong-ro and Gwanghwamun Street in the 1970s
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Growth Achieved
Through Challenge

Achievements born of sweat
and challenge reveal a growth
nothing short of miraculous.

Even amidst the ashes, our relentless
drive never stopped—achieving what
once seemed impossible. Every moment,
every citizen, was a miracle.

Here, witness the dazzling leap of Korea.
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the First Five-Year Economic
Development Plan
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This document formally announced South Korea’s First Five-Year Economic
Development Plan, outlining the urgent need for economic growth, the his-
torical context behind the plan, and the core policies designed to drive the
nation’s transformation.
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First Five-Year Economic

Development Plan
: Building a New Nation
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This film served as a promotional and cultural showcase of the First Five-
Year Plan’s ambitious targets across key industries—power generation,
manufacturing, finance, and rural development—highlighting the nation’s
progress.
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Chart of Korea’s Five-Year
Economic Development Plan

HHEZ | 1964 | EX|ZEHEIS 2

r

19621 AR E] 51A7F I A|1=H AL 57HA Al=le| HIF St ZIYAL
S EEESHACE Fopd 9 AR, FEAHL HE SE 2 4 Uk

A charted overview of the First Five-Year Plan (1962-1967), showing key

targets and progress across industries, land development, and national
infrastructure.
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Korea-Germany Miner
Agreement
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On December 16, 1963, the Korea-Germany agreement formalized the de-
ployment of Korean miners to German coal mines. The document detailed
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stringent selection criteria (including age and experience), reflecting Ger-

many’s precise labor demands.
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In March 1965, the South Korean government launched the dispatch of
coal miners to Germany. Between March 18 and 28, 540 miners departed,
earning monthly wages between 650 and 950 Deutsche Marks.
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Dispatch of Korean Nurses to
Germany
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Starting January 1966, Korean
nurses began being dispatched to
Germany through the Korea Over-
seas Development Corporation
and a 1969 agreement with the
German Hospital Association.
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Writings of Korean Nurses Dispatched
to Germany
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Nurse Lee Hyun-soon, dispatched to Ger-
many, reflected on the worth of her labor
in a memo after receiving her paycheck.
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$10 Billion Export Day
Ceremony
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A scene from the December 22, 1977 ceremony at Jangchung Gymnasium
in Seoul celebrating Korea’s $10 billion export milestone.

£5 e 222t
Export Industry Workers
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During the 1970s, the garment and textile industries stood at the forefront
of Korea’s export economy. The workers who powered these sectors
earned the title of ‘export warriors,” becoming living symbols of the na-
tion’s rapid industrial rise.
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young women in Peace Market,
based on the Labor Standards Act.
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Opening of the Gyeongbu

Expressway

The Gyeongbu Expressway, connecting Seoul and Busan, began construc-

tion in February 1968 and was completed on July 7, 1970.

and the Saemaul Movement

The Saemaul Movement, launched in 1970, was a nationwide community

Fe 11970

(2) CENO005459 | B4+ 11998

(1) CENO007801 |

development campaign founded on the three core values of diligence, self-

help, and cooperation.
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Scenes from the Gyeongbu Expressway
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Workers Under the Saemaul Flag
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IMF Financial Crisis and

the Gold Collection Campaign
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Korea’s Industrial Growth
in the 1970s-80s
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On November 21, 1997, Deputy Prime Minister for Economy
Im Chang-yeol announced the government’s decision to seek
financial assistance from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). By December 3, South Korea secured a $21 billion bail-
out from the IMF. In response, the nationwide gold collection
campaign was launched to overcome the crisis, with over 3.51
million citizens joining in solidarity.

1970'H0i|A 1980 HN7IR| 2FS =, AIH, 24, B8, 71A| S2f
Atatg Boja Qo

From the 1970s through the 1980s, this captures the
dynamic scenes of industries like automotive, steel,
shipbuilding, chemicals, and machinery in full operation.
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Pohang Steelworks Blast
Furnace

CET0030546 | AFRl 11971
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Shipbuilding Industry
CET0037925-4 | AtZl 11972
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At the Korea Shipbuilding & Engi-
neering Corp. in Busan, massive
ships take shape—testament to
Korea’s industrial might.
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The semiconductor industry took off with the 1981 Semiconductor Industry
Promotion Plan, propelling South Korea to global leadership in memory
chip technology.

The Nuri rocket, a Korean launch system developed entirely with domestic
technology, successfully completed its third launch in 2023. This milestone
enabled South Korea to secure independent space launch capabilities
for practical satellites, laying the foundation for self-reliance in the global
spacerace.
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Third Launch of Nuri Rocket
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A Sejong-ro and/Gwanghwamun/Street in the 1980s
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From the Square
to Everyday Life

The cry for democracy that rose
from the square has become
part of everyday life.

Change began in the square—and be-
came a part of daily life. The people’s
voices and the power of participation
shaped historic turning points. The new
path forged by dynamic democracy is
now a source of national pride.

This space highlights the democratic val-
ues that the people of Korea have trans-
formed through their own efforts.
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April 19 Revolution
CET0042916-1 | AFZI'1 1960
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April 19 Protest

by Women and Children

00732787 | ARl 11960 | a2
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In response to the fraudulent March 15 elections, the people rose in the

April 19 Revolution, forcing President Syngman Rhee to resign and paving
the way for democratic reform.
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As the April 19, 1960 protests grew, women and children also joined the
demonstrations.
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February 28

Democracy Movement
ARZl1 1960
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The February 28 Democracy Move-
ment was a pro-democracy pro-
test led by high school students in
Daegu.
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March 8 Democratic Uprising
AR 1960
CHHZHAI3.82150|AH 7| g2t

1960'd 32 2| TSSHYE0|
Ol ol BT Rl Bt
Fsh2-Solct

The March 8 Democratic Uprising
was a pro-democracy movement
led by high school students in Dae-
jeon from March 8 to 10, 1960, in
protest against the corruption and
injustice of the regime.

LTS
BUMA Democratic Uprising

ARRI11979
S0P (B AS)

1979\ 102 F4tat obek 2| HoilAf
T4 S2Hof| BichStod cHeHdat ARl
SO0| =i 213t Al2lo|ch
In October 1979, large-scale
pro-democracy protests led by
students and citizens erupted in
Busan and Masan against the Yush-
in dictatorship
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The Seoul Spring and
the May 18 Democratization
Movement
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The “Seoul Spring” refers to a peri-
od of widespread public anticipa-
tion for democratization following
the end of the Yushin dictatorship.
The May 18 Democratization Move-
ment took place in Gwangju and
Jeonnam around December 12,
1979, and May 18, 1980, opposing
the new military regime and calling
for democracy.
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Incheon May 3 Democratic
Uprising
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Protest in front of Incheon Citizens’

Hallin 1986 demanding direct pres-
idential elections.
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Memorial Mass

for the Late Park Jong-chul
(Myeongdong Cathedral)
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June Democratic Uprising
(National Funeral of Late Lee
Han-yeol, Yonsei University)
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On January 14, 1987, Seoul National University student Park Jong-chul
died under water torture at the Seoul Namyeong Anti-Communist Investi-
gation Unit. His death sparked gatherings at Myeongdong Cathedral, which
became the immediate catalyst for the June Democratic Uprising.
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From June 10 to 29, 1987, a nationwide pro-democracy uprising unfolded.
Lee Han-yeol, a Yonsei University student at the time, was struck in the
back of the head by a tear gas canister during the June 9 protest and died
on July 5. The June Democratic Uprising led to the 9th amendment of
the Constitution, introducing the direct presidential election system.
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Triggered by the June Democratic Uprising of 1987, Roh Tae-woo, leader of the

Democratic Justice Party, announced the June 29 Declaration,” accepting the
demand for constitutional reform to implement direct presidential elections.

Declaration of Direct
Presidential Elections in 1987

CEN0010754 | &B4f 11987

AHOZ} SIHIHHQE T T 6.20491 Sofl Mozt B JHO| AHEIAT HEBAMA, 21 7|2 ek
Announcement of the 9th SO0l #5270 HHol| oSt FRUSZEIE LAI=IUC 7Y HH2 1987
Constitutional Amendment 10€ 29¢ ZE |1 A 6S2H20] AlRIE|RACH

BA0085106-43 | 24| 1 1987 Following the June 29 Declaration, the 9th constitutional amendment was

carried out, introducing direct presidential elections and expanded civil
rights. The amended constitution was ratified by referendum and promul-
gated on October 29, 1987, marking the start of the Sixth Republic.
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1991 Metropolitan Council
Election

DET0004193-1 I AF®l11991

19974

AH|15cH cHEE A
Voting in the 15th Presidential
Election, 1997

DET0058228-2 I Atzl 11997

20004
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2000 16th National Assembly
Election

DET0058722-1 | A21'1 2000

20044
H17cH Z3[2| A

2004 17th National Assembly
Election

DET0059498-8 | ARl 1 2004
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2025 21st Presidential

Election: Oldest Voter (109),

Youngest Voter (18)
AR 12025 | A FA
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On June 3,2025, Kim Jeong-ja (109 years old), the oldest voter in Gwangju’s
Dong-gu district, casts her precious vote. That same day, Jeon Woo-hyeon
(age 18), a student at Korea High School, casts his first vote at the 1st poll-
ing station in Dorim-dong, Buk-gu.
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"K" in the World

Korea’s K-Power, reborn as
the ‘power of culture we have
endlessly yearned for’.

South Korea now strides shoulder to
shoulder with the world, sometimes
even leading the way.

The ‘power of culture we have long
yearned for’ now resonates across the
globe.

This place is where the world feels Korea’s
profound strength that inspires and
uplifts.



7 9 2 s SAAR 2

2021 Z2Hel cHEE ZEH ZFIA l‘

7%‘0]— 9 h

J 2002.6.30. MBC 2002 2EZ RIEIR S

Ay

o 3
e Global K—Po__p fans gathered at the 2015 London Korean Festival

M &

TR

]
A1 2015

W
e



1988 A2 =3

20024 FIFA =&
20184 Hz sAHSH=

=20=
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At the 1988 Seoul Olympics open-
ing ceremony, 88-ho-dol Yun Tae-
woong s rolling a hoop.
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Seoul hosted the 24th Summer Olympics from September 17 to October
2,1988. Out of 161 participating nations, South Korea secured 4th place in
the overall medal rankings.

The 2002 Korea-Japan World Cup took place from May 31 to June 30. South
Korea advanced to the semifinals for the first time in its history.

The 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics were held from February 9 to 25,
2018. Events took place across PyeongChang County, Jeongseon County,
and Gangneung City in Gangwon Province. South Korea finished 7th in the
overall medal standings.
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(1) DEZ0001821-9 | A%l 1 2002
(2) DET0059166-2 | AtZl 1 2002
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During the 2002 World Cup match-
es, the Red Devils cheered holding
the Taegeukgi (Korean flag).
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BTS SUGA(August D)’s “Daechwita” is a K-POP track that reinterprets tradi-
tional Korean military music and royal court culture through modern hip-hop.
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This showcases Korea’s unique traditional culture alongside the rising glob-
alinfluence of K-Culture—including K-pop, sports, gaming, and literature.

What’s next
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SIS APAES AlZo|oHEQR This video features representative Korean foods like bibimbap,
kimchi, gimbap, and japchae. K-beauty cosmetics reached $10 million
[Ofpe=400] in exports in 1987 and now are beloved in 172 countries worldwide.
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Korea, Proudly Making Its Mark
on the World

Korea with the World

Korea Leading the World

-K-Construction achieves $1 trillion in

overseas orders

-K-Rice Belt helps overcome global food

crisis

-Leading global norms on personal data

protectionin the Al era

-K-Startups driving global tech innovation
-K-Defense aims to become one of the

world’s top four defense powers

-K-Quarantine becomes global standard
-From an aid recipient to a donor country
-International disaster response to ma-

rine pollution accident

-Ranks No.1 overall for the second con-

secutive time in international digital
government evaluation
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A Journey of Light
through 80 Years of History
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All texts, images, photographs, and plates contained in this book are the copyright and
property of the National Archives of Korea, the designers, and the respective material
holders. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, adapted, or transmitted

in any form without prior written permission from the National Archives of Korea, the
designers, or the relevant copyright holders. For inquiries regarding these materials, please

contact the National Archives of Korea.
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